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San Antonio's First and Only Freestanding Children's Hospital Celebrates 
Major Milestone in Transformation Journey 

 
 

(San Antonio, TX – May 25, 2016) – The Children’s Hospital of San Antonio celebrated a 
major milestone today with the opening of its new two-story Goldsbury Foundation Lobby, 
The Santa Rosa Chapel, CHEF Teaching Kitchen, Café, and Child Life Activity Center. Over 
the past four years, the Hospital has undergone a significant transformation to become a 
world-class children’s hospital offering comprehensive programs and integrated services to 
meet the health care needs of children throughout the region.  
 
“Today would not be possible without the commitment and vision of CHRISTUS Health and 
the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word-San Antonio. This beautiful new lobby and our 
bright new spaces serve as a beacon of hope for families with sick and injured children. We 
want families who enter here to know they are in a place of healing and hope, where we 
will do everything for our children,” said Elias Neujahr, President, The Children’s Hospital of 
San Antonio.  
 
“The lobby features a stunning donor appreciation wall highlighting the tremendous 
community support we have received from individuals, foundations, corporations, and 
organizations – who have shared our dream of a freestanding children’s hospital in San 
Antonio,” said John Bel, President, The Children’s Hospital of San Antonio Foundation. “All 
of our combined efforts are to provide the best care for the sickest children. Our campaign 
goal is to raise $80 million by December 2016. We have $76 million in commitments. We 
are blessed.” 
 
“The Children’s Hospital of San Antonio is built on sacred ground. This is where the Sisters 
of Charity of the Incarnate Word opened San Antonio’s first hospital in 1869 to battle a 
cholera outbreak. Now, 147 years later, we continue to revolutionize health care and fulfill 
our mission to extend the healing ministry of Jesus Christ,” said Ken Haynes, President/CEO, 
CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Health System.   



 

 

“Through our academic partnership with Baylor College of Medicine, we have recruited a 
team of 150 top-notch pediatric subspecialists from around the world. We have created a 
level of care for children that has never before existed in San Antonio,” Neujahr said.  
“In addition, another 100 private-practice pediatricians in our community are helping us 
grow to better meet the needs of our children.”  
 
Pediatric specialties include allergy and immunology, blood and marrow transplantation, 
cardiology, cardiothoracic surgery, critical care, Culinary Health Education for Families 
(CHEF), dermatology, ENT, emergency medicine, endocrinology, gastroenterology, general 
and trauma surgery, general pediatrics, genetics, hematology/oncology, hospital medicine, 
infectious diseases, neonatology, nephrology, neurology, neurosurgery, orthopedic surgery, 
physical medicine and rehabilitation, psychiatry, psychology, pulmonary medicine, 
rheumatology, sleep medicine, sports medicine, and weight loss management.  
 
During the celebration, Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller and Rabbi Samuel Stahl provided 
blessings and prayers for the physicians and Associates who care for our community’s 
children and families. The Transformation Celebration included the Hospital’s award-
winning music video featuring Rachel Platten’s Fight Song: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sv4GPcWaQFc. Choirs from four elementary schools 
and ballerinas with Dance Elan provided a breath-taking performance as the video played 
to an audience of more than 500 people.   
 
Learn more by visiting www.chofsa.org. Visit www.chefsa.org to see how CHEF is 
revolutionizing the fight against childhood obesity.  
 

### 
 
About The Children’s Hospital of San Antonio 
The Children’s Hospital of San Antonio is the first freestanding hospital in San Antonio solely dedicated to 
providing comprehensive, integrated health care services to children. Located in the heart of downtown San 
Antonio, The Children’s Hospital of San Antonio is owned by CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Health System. Baylor College 
of Medicine, one of the top medical schools in the nation, is the academic partner of the Children’s Hospital 
with 150 pediatric subspecialists affiliated with Baylor. In addition, community physicians in private practice 
remain valuable partners in fulfilling our mission to extend the healing ministry of Jesus Christ. Founded in 1869 
by the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word of Houston and San Antonio, CHRISTUS Santa Rosa is a Catholic, 
faith-based, nonprofit health and wellness ministry dedicated to extending the healing ministry of Jesus Christ 
and providing the highest quality medical care and services available. As one of the top health care 
organizations in South-Central Texas, CHRISTUS Santa Rosa has five hospital campuses, located in the South 
Texas Medical Center, New Braunfels, Westover Hills, and a short-stay surgical hospital in Alamo Heights. 
CHRISTUS Santa Rosa is the official health system of the San Antonio SPURS. Find us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ChildrensHospSA and follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ChildrensHospSA. 
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