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Harvey E. Najim Provides  
$1.5 Million Grant for New Pediatric  

Blood and Marrow Transplant Program 
The Children's Hospital of San Antonio introduces new BMT medical director 

 

(San Antonio, TX – February 5, 2016) – The Children’s Hospital of San Antonio announced 
today the establishment of the Harvey E. Najim Blood & Marrow Transplant Center 
located on the Hospital’s 8th floor. The program will consist of both inpatient and 
outpatient treatment for children diagnosed with cancer or certain blood disorders. The 
program will be led by Dr. Veronica Jude, an experienced pediatric blood and marrow 
stem cell transplant physician.  
 
“We continue to be humbled and blessed by the enormous community support we’ve 
received to build San Antonio’s first and only free-standing children’s hospital. With the 
announcement of this generous grant and a new medical director, we are able to 
demonstrate our commitment to putting children first,” said Elias Neujahr, President, The 
Children’s Hospital of San Antonio. 
 
“It is my honor and privilege to support the establishment of the Blood & Marrow 
Transplant Center,” said Harvey E. Najim, President, The Najim Family Foundation. “The 
Children’s Hospital of San Antonio has assembled a group of health care professionals who 
are invaluable to our community and will further improve the lives of children who seek 
medical care.” 
 
In November 2015, Najim demonstrated his continued his support for The Children’s 
Hospital of San Antonio by donating $1.5 million, personally, to The Children’s Hospital of 
San Antonio to support the start-up of a bone marrow transplant (BMT) program.  
  
Dr. Jude plans to perform the first autologous (meaning the marrow will come from the 
patient) BMT procedure in six months. “The Children’s Hospital of San Antonio and 
CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Health System have a strong commitment to caring for children with 
cancer and blood disorders. I’m impressed by the work being done here in such a short 



 

 

amount of time and the complete focus on the care of children and their families,” said Dr. 
Jude. “The Children’s Hospital is exactly the kind of healing environment children and their 
families need when faced with a serious illness.”  
 
The Center includes a new dedicated 10-bed inpatient unit along with a new spacious 
outpatient treatment facility located inside the Hospital. The inpatient unit was designed 
specifically for children and teens undergoing BMT treatment – minimizing their exposure 
to outside harmful germs and toxins while allowing patients some measure of freedom to 
leave their rooms to interact with family and friends. 
 
The Najim Family Foundation was established in December 2006 to support children’s 
charitable organizations in the greater San Antonio area. The Najim Family Foundation’s 
past gifts to The Children’s Hospital include a gift in 2007 to support the expansion and 
renovation of the NICU and its equipment; a 2008 gift was given to purchase an Echo 
Cardiograph machine; in 2009, the foundation’s gift enabled hiring Child Life staff. In 2013 
Harvey E. Najim and The Najim Family Foundation, demonstrated its support for The 
Children’s Hospital of San Antonio by donating $3 million, a combined gift comprised of a 
personal gift from Najim as well a gift from The Najim Family Foundation. The gifts were 
used for construction of the new KidsSTOP and the Child Life Center in the Hospital and 
will be recognized in each location. To date, the Najim Family Foundation and Mr. Najim, 
personally have given out in grants and pledges approximately $65 million to children’s 
charities in the Greater San Antonio area.  
 
 
About Children’s Hospital of San Antonio 
The Children’s Hospital of San Antonio is the first freestanding hospital in San Antonio solely 
dedicated to the care of children. Located in the heart of downtown San Antonio, the Children’s 
Hospital of San Antonio is owned by CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Health System. Baylor College of 
Medicine, one of the top medical schools in the nation, is the academic partner of the Children’s 
Hospital with 160 pediatric subspecialists affiliated with Baylor. In addition, community physicians 
in private practice remain a valuable partner in the care of children in our community. Founded in 
1869 by the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word of Houston and San Antonio, CHRISTUS Santa 
Rosa is a Catholic, faith-based, nonprofit health and wellness ministry dedicated to extending the 
healing ministry of Jesus Christ and providing the highest quality medical care and services 
available. As one of the top health care organizations in South-Central Texas, CHRISTUS Santa Rosa 
has five hospital campuses, located in the South Texas Medical Center, New Braunfels, Westover 
Hills, and a short-stay surgical hospital in Alamo Heights. CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Health System also 
owns a majority interest in CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Physicians Ambulatory Surgery Centers – San 
Antonio, LLC, a joint venture physician partnership, which is comprised of two outpatient surgery 
centers in San Antonio with facilities in Stone Oak, and the Medical Center. Additionally, CHRISTUS 



 

 

Santa Rosa Health System owns a majority interest in the CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Physicians 
Ambulatory Surgery Center in New Braunfels, a joint venture physician partnership. CHRISTUS 
Santa Rosa is the official health system of the San Antonio SPURS. For additional information on the 
Children’s Hospital of San Antonio, visit www.chofsa.org or for more information on CHRISTUS 
Santa Rosa, visit www.christussantarosa.org. Find us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/christussantarosa and www.facebook.com/ChildrensHospSA and follow us on 
Twitter at www.twitter.com/ChildrensHospSA. 
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